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their manufactures, made from articles that had
been imported.

The houses of the Chibchas were built of stones
and clay, the rooms having their walls adorned
with cane, covered with ornamental reed matting.
The roofs were thatched. They were beginning
to erect important edifices of stone for temples and
palaces, though their principal place of worship
at Suamo was still of the immemorial materials.
But it is reported by a recent writer3 that he found
the site of a stone temple, at Eamiriqui in the
province of Tunja, built east and west, and of
great extent. There were twenty-seven cylindrical
pillars, very well worked, lying near each other.

We have thus seen a people of the same race
as the rest of the inhabitants of the region now
called Colombia, by steady hard work and intelli-
gence, advancing far beyond any of their com-
patriots in the paths of civilisation. That this
progress was due entirely to their geographical
environment there canno.t be a doubt. Blessed
with a temperate and healthy climate, inhabiting
a fertile land of wide plains and open valleys,
surrounded by grand scenery, they had every

1 Velez Barrientos (Bulletin de la 8ociit& de Cttographie de Paris,
Aug. 1847, p. 97).
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